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  Pink cherry blossoms, or sakura, are one of the Japan’s most famous sights, and 

they color the countryside every spring. During the cherry blossom season, many 

people gather with friends and family in parks and other areas to see the flowers 

and eat, drink, and be merry in a practice called hanami, or flower viewing.  

Below are some of the best spots to do hanami in Niigata, but check the link for a 

more complete list! 

 http://www.niigata-kankou.or.jp/tanoshimu/spring/sakura/index.html(Japanese) 

 
Mt. Omine Sakura 

Though not as tall as some other 
Japanese mountains, Omine has its own 
charm, and is a popular destination for 
hikers, nature enthusiasts, and people 
just wanting to get outdoors. Omine is 
also dotted with cherry blossom trees, 
making it the perfect trip for people 
looking for a fun hanami day trip.  
Sakura Season: Late April to early 
May  
Sakura Festival: April 26 to May 5  
Location: Kaiya, Shibata 
Access: 5 minutes by car from the JR 
Kanazuka Station, 10 minutes by car 
from the Nakajo Interchange 
 
Shinanogawa Riverside Sakura 

   Sakura line the Shinano River, and 

when they bloom in April many people 

come to see the beautiful colors and relax 

in the grassy area on the banks. When 

the sun goes down the lamps come on, 

creating a romantic and relaxed 

atmosphere for couples and families to 

enjoy a leisurely stroll.  

Sakura Season: Mid-April 
Sakura Festival: April 5 to May 6  
Location: Shinano River Yasuragi 

Embankment, area from Kawabatacho-1 to 

Ichibanboridoricho, Chuo-ku, Niigata City   

Access: 15 minute walk from the Bandai 

exit of the JR Niigata Station 
 
Yahiko Park 

Located right next to the Yahiko station, 

the park is full of cool sights like 

waterfalls, mountain streams, and 

tunnels, all of which make hanami here 

even more fun. Visitors can enjoy the 

beautiful colors, the deer park, and the 

famous Yahiko shrine.   

Sakura Season: Early April to early 

May 

Location: Yahiko Park, Yahiko-mura, 

Nishikanbara-gun  

Access: 1 minute walk from the JR 

Yahiko station 

 
 
Takada Castle 

  Built in the 1600s, the three storied 
Takada Castle is a beautiful sight, 
especially in April when the cherry trees 
surrounding the park come into bloom. 
Named one of the three best spots in 
Japan for nighttime cherry blossom 
viewing, the park and castle are 
illuminated to create a romantic 
atmosphere. Of course, the park is also 
open during the day and many come to 
enjoy a nice day of picnicking.  
Sakura Season: April 4 to April 20 
Location: Takada Castle Park 
Access:  A 20 minute walk from the JR 
Takada station.  
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Spring brings with it many things; nicer weather, green trees, and of course, flowers. And in Niigata, perhaps 

the most important flower is the tulip. Some people might not expect Niigata to be famous for its tulips, but 
Niigata produces more cut tulips than anywhere else in Japan. The tulip was first brought to Niigata in 1919, and 
its popularity boomed. By 1963, it was made the official prefecture flower.  

Tulips are mainly grown in the north of the prefecture, and many tulips farms run flower gardens, where 
visitors can come and see the beautiful fields up close. Below are a few of the more famous tulip gardens in Niigata.  

 
Tsuiji (Tainai) 

Tsuiji has 800,000 tulips of 60 different varieties, and also 
runs a tulip festival from late April to early May.  
Address: Nagaike Ikoi-no-Mori Park, 3299-1 Tsuji, Tainai 
Access: 10 minutes by car from the JR Nakajo station, 5 
minutes by car from the Nakajo interchange 
 
Shinano River Yasuragi Embankment 

Sakura and tulips line the embankment, creating a wonderful 
spring scene when they bloom. The path will also be illuminated 
from 6pm to 9pm from April 5th to May 6th.   
Address: Shinano River Yasuragi Embankment Area, Niigata 
City 
Season: Late April 
Access: 15 minute walk from the JR Niigata Station 
 

Agano River Tokogatame Park 
With the Agano River at the front of the park, visitors can 

enjoy tulips, along with the beautiful scenery of the water, 
mountains, and sky.  
Season: Late April to early May 
Address: Soumi, Konan-ku, Niigata City 
Access: 20 minute bus ride from the JR Niitsu station 
 
Furusato Village (Niigata City) 

As the Furusato Village was designed to show of the best of 
Niigata, it makes sense they’d have tulips! Over 40,000 tulips 
will be arranged in an artistic design in the garden area.  
Address: 2307 Yamada, Nishi-ku, Niigata City 
Season: Mid-April to beginning of May 
Access: From Niigata Station’s Bandai Exit, take a bus 
headed for Shirone, Katahigashi, or Kiba from platform 12 

and get off at Furusato Mura. There is also a ferry from Bandai City. 
 
Echigo Hillside Park 

In addition to the park, there will also be a tulip festival, with classes in making crafts out of tulips. Admission is 
400 yen for adults and 80 for elementary and middle school students. 
Season: Mid-April to early May  
Address: Echigo 1950-1, Mitsumata, Miyamotohigashikata-machi, Nagaoka 
Access: Take the bus departing from platform 6 at the JR Nagaoka station.  
 
Sumoto (Gosen)  

Gosen is famous for tulips, even in Niigata, and so to show off their fantastic flowers, the city created the Sumoto 
tulip area. Filled with over one and half million tulips, Sumoto is a definite must-see. 
Season: Mid-April to late April 
Address: Ipponsugi area, Gosen 
Access: 10 minutes by car from the JR Gosen station, or the Yasuda Interchange 
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Q) Why did you decide to come to Niigata? 
  I always wanted to study in a non-English speaking 
country in order to experience different culture, food, 
customs and lifestyle. When I heard about IUJ in 
Niigata, it was a great motivator for me as Niigata is a 
beautiful place and I thought it would be a great live 
close to nature and study here. Also, there is a great 
business opportunity between India and Niigata with 
Niigata rich in its rice, sake and textiles. Hence, I 
decided to come to Niigata.  
 
Q) What was your first impression of Niigata 
and Japan? Has that impression changed?  

Initially I had only seen Urasa as my college is in 
Urasa which is a countryside place. Very beautiful 
and calm. But as I got more exposure, I realized that 
Niigata is a huge city, very modern and lively. I fell in 
love with it as it’s a great combination of work 
opportunities and a good life.  
 
Q) Do you have a favorite spot or thing to do 
in Niigata?  

Yes, my college is surrounded by lots of ski resorts 
and onsens. I like Echigo-yuzawa a lot as it’s 
beautiful in all the seasons and is a fun spot for 
outdoor activities.  
 
 
 

Q) Did anything surprise you about life in 
Japan? 

A lot of things! The very kind hearted and helping 
people, discipline in work, attitude of gratitude and 
politeness won my heart. 
 
Q) Is there anything you really like about 
living in Niigata? And do you find anything 
difficult about living in Niigata?  

Niigata is a huge city, very modern and lively. I fell 
in love with it as it’s a great combination of work 
opportunities and a good life. As I am mostly an 
English speaker, sometimes I find difficult with the 
language. However, I am trying my best to learn 
Japanese so that I can mingle up with this life and 
people much better.  
 
Q) Have you shared any aspects of your own 
culture with the people in Niigata?  

I am a community action volunteer in Urasa so one 
in a while I go for school visits to teach kids about 
Indian culture. Also, I am an UMEX (Uonuma 
Association for Multicultural Exchange) participant 
hence I often meet up with local people for exchange 
of cultures, food and traditions.  
 
Q) What are your future plans? 

After graduation, I wish to find a job in Japan and at 
the same time if given an opportunity, facilitate 
business between India and Japan. 
 
 Q) Do you have any advice for anyone else 
living in Japan?  

Embrace the culture, people and language. Japan 
has a heart of gold. Fall in love with it! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Foreign Student Interview: Sonali Sinh 
 Sonali Sinh is currently student at the International University of Japan in Uonuma 
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  Yakisoba is an incredibly popular dish in Japan; perfect for a night at a festival, a dinner out, or even just in your 
own home. But did you know there are quite a few unique varieties of yakisoba? And two of the most easily spotted 
are Itoigawa’s Balck yakisoba and Myoko’s Red yakisoba.  
 
Black Yakisoba 

  Itoigawa’s famous black yakisoba gets its color from squid ink, which gives 
the noodles a look and taste unlike most anything else. Every shop uses 
their own special ingredients when making black yakisoba, so you can be 
sure that no two are exactly alike. Some places cover it in an omlette, others 
serve it in a ramen broth, and some just stick with the standard yakisoba 
recipe, plus some squid ink. The dish first deubted in 2009, and then went 
on to win the grand prize at Niigata’s biggest food fair “Niigata Umasa 
Gisshiri Haku.” Black Yakisoba is availale at some 30 restaurants in 
Itoigawa, so if you’re down in the area and feeling like a culinary adventure, 
give this a try!  
 
  

Red Yakisoba 
  Myoko’s Red Yakisoba was named after the famous Akakura Onsen 
(aka meaning red in Japanese) and the noodles are dyed using 
highland vegetables like paprika and tomatoes. Though it may look 
spicy, no chili peppers are actually used and the dish actually has a 
slight barbecue flavor to it. The dish first came about as part of 
Akakura Onsen’s “Red Hot Campaign,” which encouraged businesses 
and people to create different foods using Myoko’s famous kanzuri or 
its tomatoes.  
Red Yakisoba is available at 10 different restaurants in Myoko. 
 
 
 
 
Art Mix Japan 
Art Mix Japan is an event created in Niigata, where different artists and musicians, of all different genres, will 
come together in one place, allowing you to see a number of truly high quality performances in one day. With Enka, 
Kyogen, Rakugo, Taiko, and more, there will be a huge variety of great performances. 
Dates and times: Saturday, April 5 and Sunday, April 6  Fee: Ticket prices vary depending on the performance 
Location: Ryutopia, 3-2 Ichibanboridorichou, Chuo-ku, Niigata City 
Access: Take a bus from the Bandai Side of Niigata Station to “Hakusan Kouen Mae,” 10 minute walk from JR 
Hakusan Station  
More information: Art Mix Japan Homepage http://artmixjapan.com (Japanese) 
 
Bunsui Oiran Parade 
  Every year, the streets of Bunsui overflow with charm and 
grace, as 4 women chosen out of 65 applicants are dressed 
as Oiran, classic courtesans. The three women are waited 
on by over 70 attendants, and make their way through the 
cherry-tree line streets. The costumes the Oiran wear are 
exquisite and vibrantly colorful, and there will also be an 
area to take pictures with the Oiran.   
Date and times:  Sunday, April 20, processions at 10:00 
(Honcho-dori) and 14:00 (Ohkouzu Bunsui Riverside) 
Location: The Bunsui area of Tsubame 
Access:  A 20 minute walk from the JR Bunsui Station. 
The fair grounds are also 30 minutes away from the 
Nakanoshima-Mtsuke Interchange on the Hokuriku 
Expressway.  

 Event Calendar 

いただきます：Red and Black Yakisoba 
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Tsugawa Fox Bride Procession 

This is a magical festival which brings to life the traditions of Edo period marriages. Just as the sun is setting in 
the Western sky, the lights in town are turned off and torches and lanterns are used to create a bewitching 
atmosphere in town. At the center of it all is a new bride who has been transformed into a fox, and who along with 
her 108 attendants parades from Sumiyoshi Shrine to Kirinzan Park for the banquet.  
Dates and Times:  May 3 10:00-20:30 (Procession from 5:00pm to 8:30pm) 
(Exact timing may change depending on the procession of the parade) 
Location: Tsugawa, Aga 
Access: 10 minutes by bus, or 35 minutes on foot from the JR Tsugawa Station. 5 minutes by car from the 
Tsugawa Interchange on the Banetsu Expressway 
Fee: Fox face painting(From 10am to 5pm) Adults: \600 Kids: \300 
Related site: Aga Homepage http://www.town.aga.niigata.jp/kankou/yomeiri/nagare/index.html (Japanese) 

 
Tokamachi Kimono Festival 

Tokamachi is well known for its beautiful kimonos, so why not come and see them, and even try one on, at the 
Tokamachi Kimono Festival. Held throughout the streets of Tokamachi, this festival has many opportunities for 
kimono lovers. For 5000 yen, you can rent a kimono, have the staff there dress you, enjoy a delicious lunch, and 
then walk around Tokamachi. There will also be a beauty contest, picture areas, a kimono parade, and of course, all 
kinds of food and drink stalls set up.  
Dates and times:  May 3, 11:00-15:00 
Fee: Kimono Rental and dressing-5000 yen, Dressing fee- 3000 yen 
Location: Honchoudoori, Ekidoori, Takadachoudoori in Tokamachi 
Access:  Immediately next to the JR Tokamachi Station. 30 minute drive from the Echigo Kawaguchi Interchange 
or the Muikamachi Interchange on the Kanetsu expressway.  
 
Ojiya Bullfighting 

Bullfighting in Ojiya is an old tradition, first recorded in the 
Edo period. Whereas Western bullfighting pits man-against-bull, 
here two bulls face off against each other and try to push and 
shove each other around. Unlike other forms of bullfighting, 
matches are normally stopped after each of bulls has had a 
chance to push forward or if it becomes a stalemate. This keeps 
any of the bulls from getting hurt, and serves to protect both the 
holy nature of the contest and the bulls desire to keep fighting.  
Dates and times:  May 3 and June 1,  13:00 ~ 
Price: Normal seats: 1000 yen, Special seats: 2000 yen 
Location: Koguriyama, Ojiya  
Access: 15 minutes by car from the JR Ojiya Station (shuttle 
busses available) 
 
Kashiwazaki Kaze no Jin 

Held along the beach, this event will feature plenty of ways to enjoy to warm sun, from beach volleyball, to 
soccer, canoeing, kite flying, dance performances, and even a giant flea market. Come out to enjoy some great 
summer fun.  
Dates and times:  May 24 and 25 
Location: Minatomachi Kaihin Park, 12 Nishiminato-cho, Kashiwazaki  
Access: 20 minute walk from the JR Kashiwazaki Station, 15 minutes by car from the Kashiwazaki Interchange on 
the Hokuriku Expressway 
 
Sanjo Kite Battle 

In the old days of the Edo period, the children of the lords in Murakami would get together with the village 
children and have a kite battle. This tradition would gradually grow to become the Sanjo Kite Battle! The kites are 
all painted with fearsome pictures of samurai warriors, and each person tries to cut their opponent’s kite’s strings. 
Come out and see the dynamic battles for yourself, and enjoy a concert and even get a small kite for yourself.  
Date and times: June 7 and 8  Location: Sanjo・Tsubame Sougou Grounds 
Access: 20 minute walk from the JR Kitasanjo Station, 5 minutes by car from the Sanjo Tsubame Interchange on 
the Hokuriku Expressway 
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Kyomachi Ondo Parade 

Come and see a parade of dance troops performing traditional Aikawa Ondo dance on Kyomachi Street, which 
was once the main street connecting the Sado gold mine and the local lord’s home. More and more dance troops 
participate every year! 
Date and times: June 7 and 8, from 18:30 onwards 
Location: Aikawa Kyomachi Doori (Sado Bugyosho), Sado  
Access: 60 minutes by car from Ryotsu port, 30 minute walk from the Aikawa Bus stop. 
 

Shirone Giant Kite Battle 
At the Shirone Giant Kite Battle, teams set up on both 

sides of the Nakanokuchi River and raise their giants kites 
into the air to do battle. The kites, some of which can be as 
big as 40m2 , are covered with fearsome paintings of 
samurai or other intimidating things, and fly through the 
air as the teams try to cut each other’s ropes. The tradition 
began when the people of Shirone flew a giant kite sent to 
them by the local daimyo to celebrate the completion of a 
dyke on the Nakanokuchi River. However the kite fell in 
the nearby Nishishirone, damaging some crops and houses. 
In retaliation, the people of Nishishirone raised their own 
kite and brought it crashing down on the Shirone side.  

Though passions have cooled a little since then, it’s still 
an amazing spectacle. 
Date and times: Thursday, June 5 to Monday, June 9 

Location: Shirone・Nishishirone, Minami-ku, Niigata City 
Access: 30 minute car ride from the JR Tsubame-Sanjo Station, 30 minute car ride from the Sanjo-Tsubame 
Interchange on the Hokuriku Expressway, 15 minute car ride from the Makigatahigashi Interchange on the 
Hokuriku expressway 
 
Maki Summer Festival  

Held in conjunction with the Maki Shrine’s festival, the Maki Summer Festival is the first summer festival of the 
year. The festival will have traditional dances, a procession of portable shrines, a parade of traditional Japanese 
floats, and even fireworks on Saturday, June 15th. Though there will be a number of other summer festivals later in 
the year, this will be year your first chance to really enjoy that summer spirit! 
Date and times: Friday, June 13 to Sunday, June 15  Location: Maki, Nishikan-ku, Niigata City 
Access: Immediately next to JR Maki Station, 10 minutes by car from the Makigatahigashi Interchange on the 
Hokuriku Expressway.  
 
Kanbara Festival 

One of the three biggest festivals in Niigata, the Kanbara Festival is the perfect place to experience a truly 
“Niigata” festival. Nearly 400 stalls will be set up in the area around Kanbara shrine, selling all kinds of goods, and 
you can even get your hands on some of Niigata’s famous Poppoyaki snacks! On the temple grounds there will also 
be shooting games, ghost stories, and a haunted house to really give you that summer festival feel.  
Date and times:  June 30 to July 2  Location: 3-18 Nagaminemachi, Chuou-ku, Niigata City 
Access: 15 minute walk from the Bandai exit of the JR Niigata Station. 20 minutes by car from either the 
Niigatanishi Interchange on the Hokuriku Expressway, or the Niigata Chuou Interchange on the Banetsu 
Expressway. 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Written and Published by: 

Niigata International Association・新潟県国際交流協会 
Bandaijima Building (Toki Messe) 2nd floor, 5-1 Bandaijima, Chuo-ku, Niigata City 
TEL:025-290-5650  FAX:025-249-8122  E-mail:nia21c@niigata-ia.or.jp 
http://www.niigata-ia.or.jp/en/index.html 
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