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NIA LETTER uses the UD Digital Textbook Typeface

What is the UD Digital Textbook Typefoce? UD Digital Textbook Typeface ABCDE/abcde

It is a typeface that has been developed to have balanced MS Gothic ABGDE/2bcde
lines that are easier to read and understand for those with MS Mincho ABCDE/ahede
disabilities, the elderly, and non-native readers.
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[Foreign Resident Communities in Niigatal

~ Our Relationships with Niigata ~

Currently, there are 16,936 foreign residents living in Niigata Prefecture (according to the MOFA Census of
Foreign Residents in December, 202 1). As more foreign residents come to live here, communities have sprung up
where people from the same country can help each other and exchange information. There are a number of these
communities in Niigata Prefecture, and they are actively interacting and cooperating not only with individuals from
their own countries, but also with Japanese citizens, so that they can live comfortably in their local regions. In this
issue, we'll introduce 4 of those communities, their activities, and what they want for their local areas.

’ Niigata Philippine Society  President Stevenson Alloso

We are a non-profit organization of Filipinos, Japanese and non-
Filipinos, registered as a Registered Filipino Community Organization
(RFCO) with the Philippine Consulate General in Nagoya, Japan, with the aim of promoting and
deepening social and cultural experiences in Niigata. Our organization seeks to provide periodic
and prompt information and advice from the Consulate fo Filipinos in Japan, especially on topics
related to disaster preparedness and emergency assistance. We also aim fo participate in
official Consulate activities, network with other Filipino community organizations associations,
and establish Niigata as a second home for Filipinos.

Our Community

Our Activities I General Meeting to W Consultation services for Filipinos living

Commemorate the in the prefecture
Establishment of the Niigata Philippine Society I Local Exchange Events
I Visit to the Philippine Consulate General Sponsorship and participation in the
in Nagoya Filipino trainee basketball tournament,
I Charity event for disaster relief in the summer barbeque, Niigata Prefectural
Philippines Student English Speech Contest, Philippines
I Volunteer activities in the Philippines Independence Day, Christmas Party, etc.

Through the establishment of the Niigata Philippine
Society, we hope to foster a better relationship between the
citizens of Niigata Prefecture and Filipinos living in the prefecture. Through our members' events and activities, we
will strive to engage more Filipinos, prefectural residents and other :
foreign nationals to promote the social and cultural experiences
of the people of Niigata Prefecture.

We also hope to attract more residents of the prefecture who are
interested in the country and people of the Philippines, so we
would like to create more people-to-people cultural exchanges.

Our Relationship with Niigata Prefecture

Non-Resident Nepali Association (NRNA)

Accountant Sunar Dipak

We are a non-profit organization ~ (For Nepalese citizens)

authorized by the government I Support and assistance to reduce
of Nepal. We offer various the burden on citizen’s daily lives
forms of support for Nepalese W Immigration process assistance
people that face difficulties I Responding when a citizen passes
living in Japan. We also hold away

) activities such as exchange I Exchange meetings, etc.

32 meetings which serve to deepen (For the people of Niigata)
the friendship between our W Community service activities such as
countries. donating blood at our organization

. 22 There are many Nepalese people living in the
Our Relationship with Niigata Prefecture prefecture, and their numbers are increasing

year by year. Currently, of all the foreign nationalities living in Niigata, Nepalese are #6 (with just under
450 people % ), and they are studying and working at various places all throughout the prefecture.

Some Nepalese living in Japan have problems with Japanese rules and manners, such as how to properly
dispose of garbage. The Japanese language—and kanji in particular—is very difficult for us, so there are
many people who struggle with reading documents sent from government offices and other institutions,
making it difficult to complete procedures. Because of that, we think it would be good to have an
organization on hand where you can request a translator or interpreter. Going forward, it is important for
not only Nepalese, but also other foreigners, to deepen communication with people in Niigata in order to
better know each other. There are exchange meetings with foreigners in Niigata Prefecture, and our
organization also holds such meetings. We hope to promote multicultural coexistence by strengthening
our cooperation and partnership with Niigata Prefecture and its municipalities. % (MOFA Census, December 202 1)
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